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Group #1 
Document A 

 
Document B 
Q. Do the Americans pay any considerable taxes among themselves?  
A. Certainly many, and very heavy taxes.  
Q. What are the present taxes in Pennsylvania, laid by the laws of the colonies?  
A. There are taxes on all estates, real and personal; a poll tax; a tax on all offices, 
professions, trades, and businesses, according to their profits; an excise on all wine, 
rum, and other spirit; and a duty of ten pounds per head on all Negroes imported, with 
some other duties.  
Q. For what purposes are those taxes laid?  
A. For the support of the civil and military establishment of the country, and to 
discharge the heavy debt contracted in the last war [the Seven Years War]....  
Q. Are not all the people very able to pay those taxes?  
A. No. The frontier counties, all along the continent, having been frequently ravaged by 
the enemy and greatly impoverished, are able to pay very little tax....  
Q. Are not the colonies, from their circumstances, very able to pay the stamp duty?  
A. In my opinion there is not gold and silver enough in the colonies to pay the stamp 
duty for one year.  
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Document C 
He has refused his Assent to Laws, the most wholesome and necessary for the public good... 
He has refused to pass other Laws for the accommodation of large districts of people, unless 
those people would relinquish the right of Representation in the Legislature, a right 
inestimable to them and formidable to tyrants only. 
He has called together legislative bodies at places unusual, uncomfortable, and distant from 
the depository of their public Records, for the sole purpose of fatiguing them into compliance 
with his measures.  
He has dissolved Representative Houses repeatedly, for opposing with manly firmness his 
invasions on the rights of the people. 
He has refused for a long time, after such dissolutions, to cause others to be elected; ... 
He has kept among us, in times of peace, Standing Armies without the Consent of our 
legislatures. 
He has combined with others to subject us to a jurisdiction foreign to our constitution, and 
unacknowledged by our laws; giving his Assent to their Acts of pretended Legislation: 
For Quartering large bodies of armed troops among us: 
For protecting them, by a mock Trial, from punishment for any Murders which they should 
commit on the Inhabitants of these States: 
For cutting off our Trade with all parts of the world: 
For imposing Taxes on us without our Consent:  
For depriving us in many cases, of the benefits of Trial by Jury:... 
For taking away our Charters, abolishing our most valuable Laws, and altering fundamentally 
the Forms of our Governments: 
For suspending our own Legislatures, and declaring themselves invested with power to 
legislate for us in all cases whatsoever. 
He has abdicated Government here, by declaring us out of his Protection and waging War 
against us. 
He has plundered our seas, ravaged our Coasts, burnt our towns, and destroyed the lives of 
our people.  
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Answer Key 
 
Document Title 

A Engraving of the Boston Tea Party, December 16, 1773 

B Benjamin Franklin’s testimony before Parliament on the Stamp Act, 1776.  

C Excerpt from the Declaration of Independence, July 4, 1773. 

D Engraving depicting the Boston Massacre, March 5, 1770. 

E Colonial account of Lexington and Concord, April, 1775. 
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Group #2 
Document A 

Laws were passed in the reign of Edward I that no tax shall be taken by the king or his 
heirs without the good will and agreement of the Lords and Commons [Parliament]… 

Source A1 

Yet contrary to these laws and freedoms, one cow worth £4 10 shillings, belonging to 
Sir Richard Strode of Plimton St Mary in the county of Kent, because of unlawful and 
unreasonable taxes made by Symon Hele, a guard, and others, was taken by Constable 
Thomas Row and sold for the king's service on 23rd March at Newingham to raise 
money for shipping, without the consent of Parliament. 

Source A2 

Richard Strode 

Document B 

To the King's most excellent Majesty.  

The humble petition of your Majesty's subjects, the citizens of London. 

Most gracious Sovereign, 

Because of the duty and obedience which we owe to your sacred Majesty, we humbly 
present to your princely wisdom the following complaints: 

The demanding and unusual taxes upon goods, importing and exporting, and the taking 
of ship money [a type of tax], despite merchants' ships and goods having been taken 
and destroyed by Turkish and other pirates... 

The seldom calling and sudden ending of Parliaments, without sorting out your 
subjects' complaints. 

The imprisonment of various citizens for non-payment of ship money and taxes, and the 
prosecution of many others... for not following the rules regulating trade. 

The great danger you are exposed to in the present war, and the various fears that we 
and our families have because of the war, have led to such a drop in trade that we 
cannot buy, sell, receive or pay as before. This tends to the utter ruin of the people... the 
decline of shipping and cloth making and the products of this kingdom. 
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Document C 

Twelve bishops were accused of high treason [betraying their country] by the 
Parliament. This week 5 of the chief members of the House of Commons and the Lord 
Mandevill in the House of Lords were charged by the king. (You may see their names in 
the enclosed details.) This has bred such anger, both in the city and Houses of 
Parliament, that we are not free from the fear of a rebellion.… 

Source C1 

His Majesty yesterday came into the city and made a gracious speech to the Lord Mayor 
and city officials at the Guildhall, where they were assembled to take order for the 
safety of the city. He did as much as he could to satisfy them all. They cried out to his 
Majesty to maintain the privilege of Parliament. He gently replied to them that it was his 
wish to do so and he would not in the least invade upon them. But they must allow him 
to distinguish between the Parliament and some discontented members in it who have 
tried by acts of treason to hurt him and to take away the loyalty of his people. So, both 
for his own safety and for their good, he must and will find them out and bring them to 
justice. This should be done in a legal and Parliamentary way and in no other ways. If 
they could clear themselves, he should be glad of it. If otherwise, he would think them 
unfit to sit in Parliament, which meets together to make good laws and to reform the 
abuses of the kingdom and not to betray their king.  

Source C2 

What these disorders will produce God only knows, but it is feared they must end in 
blood. The Puritan groups are too many, both in city and countryside, so that if the king 
and Parliament should disagree, no man can tell which party would be strongest. On 
Tuesday his Majesty went to the House of Commons to demand the persons of those 
that were accused of treason, but they were not there to be found. The House it seems is 
taking it badly that the king should come to break their privileges. From what I 
understand, they decided to protect their members and not to deliver them into the 
hands of the king. They have such support in the city that to take them by force will cost 
hot water.  

Source C3 



Activity One: English Civil War Packet 
Christine Esposito 

Charlottesville City Schools 
 

 

Document D 

 

 

Document E 

During our stay at Newcastle, Sir Thomas Wilford of Kent came to court … 

He came to the king and told him (in the hearing of various servants, including myself) 
that he had come on a long journey from Kent...  
He told the king how many men and horses he had brought him. "I pray God sends us to 
do well in this business but," said he, "I don't like the beginning." The king asked him 
why! His reply was: "Because you go about this the wrong way." The king smiled and 
asked him what was the right way. He answered: "If you think to make a war with your 
own parliament, you fool yourself. The only way to succeed is to go back and call 
Parliament and you would have enough money to do your business easily." The king 
replied that there were fools in the last Parliament. "True," said Sir Thomas, "but there 
were wise men too. … 
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Answer Key: 

 

Document Title 

A 

A legal complaint made by Sir Richard Strode about ‘ship money’, August 
1639 

B 

A petition from the citizens of London, September 1640. 

C 

Report of tensions in the country, 6 January 1642 

D 

This picture describes events that happened in Edinburgh in 1637. It 
shows the reaction of Scottish Protestants when the head of the church 
in Scotland tried to use a new prayer book for church services. The 
archbishop of St Andrews in Scotland reading the new service book, 
assaulted by men & women with footstools, stools, sticks and stones. 

E 

Report of a discussion between Charles I and Sir Thomas Wilford on the 
situation with Parliament, 28 May 1639 
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Group #3 
Document A  

 
 
Document B 
 

Laws were passed in the reign of Edward I that no tax shall be taken by the king or 
his heirs without the good will and agreement of the Lords and Commons 
[Parliament]… 

Source B1 

 

Yet contrary to these laws and freedoms, one cow worth £4 10 shillings, belonging to 
Richard Strode..., because of unlawful and unreasonable taxes made by Symon Hele, 
a guard, and others, was taken by Constable Thomas Row and sold for the king's 
service on 23rd March to raise money for shipping, without the consent of 
Parliament. 

Source  B2 

Richard Strode 
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Document C 

 

Document D 
Q. Do the Americans pay any considerable taxes among themselves?  
A. Certainly many, and very heavy taxes.  
Q. What are the present taxes in Pennsylvania, laid by the laws of the colonies?  
A. There are taxes on all estates, real and personal; a poll tax; a tax on all offices, professions, trades, 

and businesses, according to their profits; an excise on all wine, rum, and other spirit; and a duty of 

ten pounds per head on all Negroes imported, with some other duties.  
Q. For what purposes are those taxes laid?  
A. For the support of the civil and military establishment of the country, and to discharge the heavy 

debt contracted in the last war [the Seven Years War]....  
Q. Are not all the people very able to pay those taxes?  
A. No. The frontier counties, all along the continent, having been frequently ravaged by the enemy 

and greatly impoverished, are able to pay very little tax....  
Q. Are not the colonies, from their circumstances, very able to pay the stamp duty?  
A. In my opinion there is not gold and silver enough in the colonies to pay the stamp duty for one 

year.  
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Document E 

To the King's most excellent Majesty.  

The humble petition of your Majesty's subjects... 

Most gracious Sovereign, 

Because of the duty and obedience which we owe to your sacred Majesty, we 
humbly present to your princely wisdom the following complaints: 

The demanding and unusual taxes upon goods, importing and exporting, and the 
taking of ship money [a type of tax], despite merchants' ships and goods having 
been taken and destroyed by Turkish and other pirates... 

The seldom calling and sudden ending of Parliaments, without sorting out your 
subjects' complaints. 

The imprisonment of various citizens for non-payment of ship money and taxes, and 
the prosecution of many others... for not following the rules regulating trade. 

The great danger you are exposed to in the present war, and the various fears that 
we and our families have because of the war, have led to such a drop in trade that 
we cannot buy, sell, receive or pay as before. This tends to the utter ruin of the 
people... the decline of shipping and cloth making and the products of this kingdom. 
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Document F 
He has refused his Assent to Laws, the most wholesome and necessary for the public 
good... 
He has refused to pass other Laws for the accommodation of large districts of 
people, unless those people would relinquish the right of Representation in the 
Legislature, a right inestimable to them and formidable to tyrants only. 
He has called together legislative bodies at places unusual, uncomfortable, and 
distant from the depository of their public Records, for the sole purpose of fatiguing 
them into compliance with his measures.  
He has dissolved Representative Houses repeatedly, for opposing with manly 
firmness his invasions on the rights of the people. 
He has refused for a long time, after such dissolutions, to cause others to be elected; 
... 

He has kept among us, in times of peace, Standing Armies without the Consent of 
our legislatures. 
He has combined with others to subject us to a jurisdiction foreign to our 
constitution, and unacknowledged by our laws; giving his Assent to their Acts of 
pretended Legislation: 
For Quartering large bodies of armed troops among us: 
For protecting them, by a mock Trial, from punishment for any Murders which they 
should commit on the Inhabitants of these States: 
For cutting off our Trade with all parts of the world: 
For imposing Taxes on us without our Consent:  
For depriving us in many cases, of the benefits of Trial by Jury:... 
For taking away our Charters, abolishing our most valuable Laws, and altering 
fundamentally the Forms of our Governments: 
For suspending our own Legislatures, and declaring themselves invested with 
power to legislate for us in all cases whatsoever. 
He has abdicated Government here, by declaring us out of his Protection and 
waging War against us. 
He has plundered our seas, ravaged our Coasts, burnt our towns, and destroyed the 
lives of our people. 
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Document G 

Twelve bishops were accused of high treason [betraying their country] by the 
Parliament. This week 5 of the chief members of the House of Commons and the 
Lord Mandevill in the House of Lords were charged by the king. (You may see their 
names in the enclosed details.) This has bred such anger, both in the city and Houses 
of Parliament, that we are not free from the fear of a rebellion.… 

Source G1 

His Majesty yesterday came into the city and made a gracious speech to the Lord 
Mayor and city officials at the Guildhall, where they were assembled to take order 
for the safety of the city. He did as much as he could to satisfy them all. They cried 
out to his Majesty to maintain the privilege of Parliament. He gently replied to them 
that it was his wish to do so and he would not in the least invade upon them. But 
they must allow him to distinguish between the Parliament and some discontented 
members in it who have tried by acts of treason to hurt him and to take away the 
loyalty of his people. So, both for his own safety and for their good, he must and will 
find them out and bring them to justice. This should be done in a legal and 
Parliamentary way and in no other ways. If they could clear themselves, he should 
be glad of it. If otherwise, he would think them unfit to sit in Parliament, which 
meets together to make good laws and to reform the abuses of the kingdom and not 
to betray their king.  

Source G2 

What these disorders will produce God only knows, but it is feared they must end in 
blood. The Puritan groups are too many, both in city and countryside, so that if the 
king and Parliament should disagree, no man can tell which party would be 
strongest. On Tuesday his Majesty went to the House of Commons to demand the 
persons of those that were accused of treason, but they were not there to be found. 
The House it seems is taking it badly that the king should come to break their 
privileges. From what I understand, they decided to protect their members and not 
to deliver them into the hands of the king. They have such support in the city that to 
take them by force will cost hot water.  

Source G3 
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Answer Key: 

Document Title 

A Engraving depicting the Boston Tea Party, December 16, 1773. 

B A legal complaint made by Sir Richard Strode about ‘ship money’, 
August 1639 

C Engraving depicting the Boston Massacre, March 5, 1770. 

D Benjamin Franklin’s testimony on the Stamp Act before Parliament, 
1766. 

E 
A petition from the citizens of London, September 1640. All 
references to the city of London have been removed for the purposes 
of this assignment. 

F Excerpt from the Declaration of Independence, July 4, 1776. 

G Report of tensions in England, 6 January 1642 

H 

This picture describes events that happened in Edinburgh in 1637. It 
shows the reaction of Scottish Protestants when the head of the church 
in Scotland tried to use a new prayer book for church services. The 
archbishop of St Andrews in Scotland reading the new service book, 
assaulted by men & women with footstools, stools, sticks and stones. 

I Colonial account of Lexington and Concord, April, 1775. 
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Timeline (Created by B. Walsh – British National Archives) 

Correct 
Sequence Title What the source reveals 

about the story Notes/Comments 

Source    

Source    

Source    

Source    

Source    
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Source    

Source    
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Source    
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Note-Taking Graphic Organizer 
Comparing the English Civil War and the American Revolution 

 
 English Civil War American Revolution 

King   

Time period   

Religion   

Taxes   

Parliament   

How did 
citizens show 

their 
dissatisfaction? 
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Comparing the English Civil War and the American Revolution 

 English Civil War American Revolution 

King King Charles I King George III 

Time period 1640s 1760s-1780s 

Religion 

Scotland and Ireland were 
unhappy about the new 

prayer books Charles I was 
trying to introduce. 

Religion did not play a major 
role in the American 

Revolution. 

Taxes 
Parliament did not believe 

the King had the right to tax 
without their consent.  

Colonists believed that 
Parliament did not have the 
right to tax them since they 

were not represented in 
Parliament. 

Parliament 

The King refused to call 
Parliament. The King tried to 

arrest members of 
Parliament. Parliament 

believed they should have 
more power. 

Passed laws they expected 
the colonies to follow. 

Believed they had the right 
to make laws for British 

subjects. 

How did 
citizens show 

their 
dissatisfaction? 

Protested new prayer books. 
Helped Parliament raise an 

army. 

Boston Tea Party 
Boston Massacre 

Colonists protested, 
boycotted, etc. 
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Venn Diagram

  

English Civil War 
American Revolution 
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Answer Key (students may have more information, but not less) 

English Civil 
War American 

Revolution 

1640s 
King Charles I 
Religion was a main factor in the war 
King was beheaded 
Oliver Cromwell 

Taxes     1760s and 1770s 
 
Power of the     King George III 
King 
     King is overthrown, 
but      not executed 
England 
 
Parliament 
 
King removed 
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Annotated Bibliography 
 

Primary Sources 
 
Title: An engraving of a protest in Edinburgh 
Illustrator: Unknown, 1637 
Link: http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/civilwar/g3/cs1/s3/ 
Summary: This engraving shows unhappy parishioners throwing things at the Arch-Prelate as he reads 
from the new prayer book. Students will need help in deciphering exactly what is going on in this 
picture, as they are unlikely to be familiar with the term “Arch-Prelate” and unless they have some 
background knowledge will not understand why people would be so unhappy about the Arch-Prelate 
reading from a new prayer book. 
 
Title:  A legal complaint about “ship money” 
Author: Sir Richard Strode, August 1639 
Link: http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/civilwar/g3/cs1/s2/ 
Summary: A complaint involving “ship money”, which is a kind of tax. Sir Richard Strode believed this 
tax was illegal and could not be instituted without the consent of Parliament. This document can be used 
to compare the complaints of the English people in 1639 with the complaints of colonists in the 1760s and 
1770s. 
 
Title: A document setting out the wishes of Parliament 
Author: Members of Parliament, December 1640 
Link: http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/civilwar/g3/cs2/s3/ 
Summary: Parliament describes what it believes is the role of Parliament in government. It specifically 
mentions the idea of dissolving Parliament without its own consent. One of the grievances listed in the 
Declaration of Independence involves the King dissolving representative houses at his discretion and for 
calling them in “places unusual,” making it difficult for the representatives to conduct business. This 
shows a link between the complaints of the British and the colonists. 
 
Title: A petition from the citizens of London 
Author: Unknown, September 1640 
Link: http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/civilwar/g3/cs2/s1/ 
Summary: This document is a list of complaints from the citizens of London. Among the complaints, 
“demanding and unusual taxes upon goods”, “seldom calling and sudden ending of Parliaments”, “The 
many monopolies...causing trade in the city...to decline...” This document could be used alongside the 
Declaration of Independence to show that Londoners in 1639 and American colonists in 1776 appeared to 
have similar complaints about their king.  
 
Title: Report of a discussion between Charles I and Sir Thomas Wilford on the situation with Parliament 
Author: Likely written by a person in Charles’ court. It was taken from the State Papers. 1642. 
Link: http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/civilwar/g3/cs1/s8/ 
Summary: This document appears to be a recollection of a conversation between Charles I and a 
nobleman. The nobleman tells Charles he does not like the situation in which they’ve found themselves. 
Charles I asserts that there were fools in Parliament. Students who are reading carefully will be 
immediately able to tell that this does not concern the American Revolution, for that reason, I left it out of 
the combined group’s packet of primary sources.  
 
Title: Benjamin Franklin’s testimony before Parliament on the Stamp Act 

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/civilwar/g3/cs1/s3/�
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/civilwar/g3/cs1/s2/�
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/civilwar/g3/cs2/s3/�
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/civilwar/g3/cs2/s1/�
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/civilwar/g3/cs1/s8/�
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Author: Parliamentary testimony (1766) 
Link: http://www.digitalhistory.uh.edu/documents/documents_p2.cfm?doc=270  
Summary:  Franklin testifies that the colonists believe that Parliament does not have the right to tax the 
colonies, as they have no representation in Parliament. The questioner repeatedly questions Franklin 
about whether or not the colonies believe that Parliament has the authority to tax. Franklin threatens a 
boycott if the Stamp Act is not repealed. The Stamp Act is repealed, but the Declaratory Act is issued, 
which states that Parliament has absolute power to make laws for the colonies.  
 
Title: Boston Massacre, Mar. 5, 1770. 
Illustrator: Bufford, John. Chromolithograph 
Link: http://www.archives.gov/research/american-revolution/pictures/images/revolutionary-war-
003.jpg 
Summary: Bufford’s lithograph differs significantly from Revere’s famous engraving. I used this picture 
for precisely that reason.  While students will immediately be able to identify the event, it forces them to 
look at the event through different eyes. It also shows a less one-sided view of the event, as the colonists 
are armed in this picture. 
 
Title: A Bloody Butchery by the British Troops 
Author: Broadside, publisher unidentified, 1775 
Link: http://www.masshist.org/revolution/image-
viewer.php?item_id=467&img_step=1&tpc=&mode=small&tpc=#page1 
Summary: This broadside loudly proclaims the Patriots’ opinions on the Lexington and Concord. It also 
requires that students read the document carefully and look for visual clues. Many students believed it 
was about the Boston Massacre, until they were asked to read the first paragraph carefully. In order to 
facilitate being able to read it, I cropped the paragraph and the coffins and then printed it out on whole 
piece of paper.  
 
Title: The Declaration of Independence 
Author: Jefferson, Thomas et al, July, 1776 
Link: http://www.archives.gov/exhibits/charters/declaration.html 
Summary: This document lays out the reasoning for the American Revolution.  It lists the colonists’ 
grievances with the king, which include taxation without representation, dissolving legislative bodies 
and refusing to call new ones. The Declaration states that government gets its power from the “consent of 
the governed,” that when government does not protect the people’s rights, “it is their right, it is their 
duty, to throw off such Government, and to provide new Guards for their future security.” By starting 
with this document, with the familiar, students and teachers will have a basis for comparison with 
documents from the English Civil War.  To truly understand the links between the American Revolution 
and the English Civil War it is not enough to know that “all men are created equal...” Students and 
teachers must understand the document in its entirety. 
 
 

http://www.digitalhistory.uh.edu/documents/documents_p2.cfm?doc=270%20�
http://www.archives.gov/research/american-revolution/pictures/images/revolutionary-war-003.jpg�
http://www.archives.gov/research/american-revolution/pictures/images/revolutionary-war-003.jpg�
http://www.masshist.org/revolution/image-viewer.php?item_id=467&img_step=1&tpc=&mode=small&tpc=%23page1�
http://www.masshist.org/revolution/image-viewer.php?item_id=467&img_step=1&tpc=&mode=small&tpc=%23page1�
http://www.archives.gov/exhibits/charters/declaration.html�
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Title: The destruction of tea at Boston Harbor.  
Illustrator: Sarony and Major, 1846. Lithograph 
Link:  http://www.archives.gov/research/american-revolution/pictures/images/revolutionary-war-
004.jpg 
Summary: This lithograph clearly depicts the events of the Boston Tea Party. It shows the involvement of 
more than one ship, that Patriots dressed as Mohawk Indians, and that many others stood by and 
watched the destruction. Again, this document will allow students to readily identify the subject, while 
still offering new information to students studying the picture. 

 
Secondary Sources 

 
Hakim, Joy (1999). Cromwell and Charles. A History of US: Making Thirteen Colonies (Vol. 2) (pp. 102-104). 
New York. Oxford University Press.  
 “Cromwell and Charles” gives students background information on the English Civil War. 
Depending on your students, this could be read before or after the primary sources. It allows students to 
see more of the picture involved in the English Civil War.  
 
Hakim, Joy (1999). A Taxing King. A History of US: From Colonies to Country (Vol. 3) (pp. 50-53). New 
York. Oxford University Press.  
 “A Taxing King” gives students more information on the events that eventually led to the 
American Revolution. While it focuses mainly on the Stamp Tax, students can begin to understand that 
the colonists were not happy with Britain.

http://www.archives.gov/research/american-revolution/pictures/images/revolutionary-war-004.jpg�
http://www.archives.gov/research/american-revolution/pictures/images/revolutionary-war-004.jpg�


 

 


	Group #1
	Group #2
	Group #3
	Timeline (Created by B. Walsh – British National Archives)
	Note-Taking Graphic Organizer
	Venn Diagram  Answer Key (students may have more information, but not less)

